
MINING ECONOMY: 
Introduction to the Economy of Antofagasta and Chilean Mining  
 
Goal:  
The course will introduce to the students the characteristics of the mining industry applied to the Chilean case and 
Antofagasta region. 
 
Lectures  
Field visits or laboratory work 
 
Total contact hours: 15  
  
Contents:  
Module I  

• Introduction to the economy of Antofagasta Region and the city of Antofagasta.  

• Characteristics of the Region  

• Economic evolution  

• Main challenges for development  
 
Module II  

• Evolution of the World Mining Industry  

• Description of the sector  

• Prizes y cycles  

• Resources  

• Mining based on Development Policies  

• Social License to operate  

• Production Network of Global Mining  

• Enclave and clusters  
 
Module III  

• Mining in Chile  

• Description of the sector  

• Characteristics of the sector and evolution  

• National policies for mining development  
 
Module IV  

• Regional development from a mining base  

• Discussion about the natural resources curse  

• Opportunities and obstacles for development from a mining base  

• Achievements in Antofagasta Region. The cluster’s policy  

• Mining in Antofagasta Region  

• Mining history in Antofagasta  

• Evolution and current situation  

• Organization of the mining global network in Chile  
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